Charcot e o Brasil
J-M CHARCOT Jean-Martin Charcot can be recognized as the founder of Neurology as well as the first teacher of nervous system diseases in a formal way. In fact, Neurology emerged as a specialty in Internal Medicine during the second half of the XIX century, at the La Salpêtrière Hospital, in Paris, through the work of Charcot and his many disciples. Among them, we can name Bouchard (who later became his opponent in academic life), Joffroy, Debove, Raymond, Brissaud, Pierre Marie, Pitrè, Bourneville, Gilles de la Tourette, Babinski, Guinon, Souques and Meige [1] [2] [3] . At this time, the French School of Neurology was known worldwide and respected as a center of reference for many physicians, who visited Charcot and his Service: Bechterew, Darkschewitch, Kojewnikow, Marinesco, Sachs and Sigmund Freud were some of them [1] [2] [3] [4] . The 'Leçons du mardi `a la Salpêtrière", a meeting for case discussion conducted every Tuesday by Charcot, were attended by some of these famous visitors [1] [2] [3] . His austere and authoritarian personality were also notorious, and the German neurologists gave him the nickname Napoleonkopf (Napoleon´s head) 3 . No doubt that through his strong character, the French School of Neurology was known all over the world and respected as a center of reference for many physicians, who visited Charcot and his Service. One of them, Professor A. Austregésilo, would become later the founder of Neurology in Brazil 5 . The contribution of Charcot in describing several nervous system disorders is well known up to the present day. He studied a vast array of neurological diseases and gave classical description.To give only a few examples: the description of lateral amyotrophic sclerosis (ALS) (named after him as Charcot's disease), multiple sclerosis (Charcot and Vulpian described it as sclerose in plaques), Charcot-MarieTooth's disease (hereditary sensory and motor neuropathy), tabetic arthropathy (Charcot's joints), the clinical description of Parkinson's disease, the pathogenesis of intracerebral hemorrhage (the microaneurysms of Charcot-Bouchard). He was also interested in hysteria (hysteroepilepsia) and hypnosis -Sigmund Freud was a watchful attendee of Charcot's clinical demonstrations in this area, during his visit to the Salpêtrière [1] [2] [3] [4] . DOM PEDRO II -EMPEROR OF BRAZIL Dom Pedro II, emperor of Brazil, "the monarch of the tropics", was an erudite and intellectual man, oftentimes bored and upsetby state matters, specially during the last years of his life, when he would pleasantly devote more and more time to intellectual work. This cultural interest increased during his travels to America and Europe. As a multilingual man, he became friendly with several famous writers and scientists of his time, e.g. Victor Hugo, Louis Pasteur, Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, and Charles Darwin among others [6] [7] [8] . Dom Pedro II was a habitual visitor to the Science Academy in Paris, and he was a member of Societé d'Agriculture, Sociéte d'Hygiène, Sociéte de Zoologie, Sociéte de Geographie, Sociéte des Amis de la Science 6, 7 . He gave a donation of 2.5 million francs towards the foundation of the Pasteur Institute. In fact, he invited Louis Pasteur several times to come to Brazil and create a research center to study yellow fever and cholera. Pasteur unfortunately declined those invitations 6, 7 . In 1876, Dom Pedro II made his first trip to America and took the opportunity to attend the Universal Exposition in Philadelphia. It was the first time a monarch touched the independent American territory, and he was, moreover, the only existing American monarch. His cousin, Emperor Maximilian of Mexico, was killed in 1867. This event was dedicated to commemorate the 100 years of US Independence and Republic. The event was opened by president Ulysses Grant and Dom Pedro, which give us the idea he was more known and respected as a "man of sciences and a citizen of the world" than a representation of monarchy 6, 8 . At this time, he met Thomas Edison and Graham Bell. He was fascinated by Graham Bell's new invention, the telephone. He did not miss the chance to talk on the telephone, when, in a demonstration of his erudition, he cited Hamlet: "To be or not to be". He congratulated Mr. Bell and said Brazil would be his first client to buy his invention as soon as the telephone was marketed. In fact, a telephone was installed in Rio de Janeiro in 1880 [6] [7] [8] . Dom Pedro spent a good time in the US, and during his visit he became extremely popular. The "New York Herald" published a humorous note proposing Dom Pedro for president and Charles Francis Adams, vice-president, for the next American elec-tions, for "... we are tired of common people and we've got to change the style of the government ..." 8, 9 . In Medicine, Dom Pedro II was also a well kown and good friend of French Professors Bouchard and Brown-Séquard, and Semmola and De Giovanni in Italy. But Charcot was undoubtedly his favorite friend [6] [7] [8] .
CHARCOT AND DOM PEDRO II
Charcot and Dom Pedro II were related in both social (as friends) and medical terms (patient-physician relationship) (Fig 1) In 1887, during one of his trips to France, Dom Pedro underwent a medical examination by Charcot, who diagnosed him as suffering from surmenage psychico-physique (physical and psychological asthenia) (Fig 2) 1, 3, 6, 7 . Dom Pedro visited several spas and water-cure clinics in France, very popular at the end of the last century, including Aix-Les-Bains, a thermal spa in Savoy. Charcot was his companion during some of those trips 1.3.10 . Dom Pedro II was a member of the French Soci- ety for the Protection of Animals. His affection to animals was deeply shared by Charcot, who never allowed vivisection of animals at the Salpetrière. Historical data suggests that the small female monkey, called Rosalie (Lees AJ, personal communication), that lived at Charcot´s house and was at table during his meals, came from South America, probably a gift of Dom Pedro II to Charcot (Fig 3) 1. 3.6 . In 1889, Dom Pedro was deposed by a military junta and Brazil was declared a Republic. He and his family were sent into exile in 24 hours, for the Republicans feared a popular uprise due to the great popularity Dom Pedro still enjoyed in spite of having changed "his crown for a top hat", to quote Gilberto Freyre. His wife, Teresa Cristina, died one month later, in Portugal, and he lived with his family in Paris till his death in 1891 [6] [7] [8] [9] . His last years in Paris were marked by an intense cultural and social activity, though he became quite ill due to his diabetes and looked older than he actually was. His presence in Charcot´s house was quite frequent [6] [7] [8] . During his final illness, Dom Pedro was living at the Bedford Hotel, when Charcot diagnosed pneumonia. He finally died on December 5, 1891. Charcot with Doctors Mota Maia (Dom Pedro's personal physician) and Bouchard signed the death certificate (Fig 4) 6-9 . His body was embalmed by Professor Poiret, chairman of the Faculty Service of Anatomy, Dr. Mota Maia and Charcot´s son. His death caused a profound consternation in the international press, which described him as "Peter, the Good". His and his wife's bodies would return to Brazil only in 1922, the year of Brazil´s centennial of independence [6] [7] [8] [9] . [15] [16] [17] [18] .
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